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My Lord W1LLoucGnsy of Parham, 
HE Society, with their uſual candour, will, I hope, forgive 
my treſpaſſing on their time, for a few minutes. 

The Commentaries of Mazochius (a) upon two large Tables 
of diſcovered in the kingdom of Naples, in the year 173a, 
near Heraclea a town of Magna Graecia, which this Society received 
the 8** November 1759, from Don Franciſco Valetta, Secretary to the 
Society for illuftrating the Antiquities found at Herculaneum, merit the 
Society's ſerious attention: and we are greatly indebted to Mr. Valetta 
and Mr. Hollis, two of our body, W 


preſent was conveyed to the Society. 


The reſpectable antiquity of the Tables, and the importance of the In- 
ſeriptions upon them which are the object of Mazochius 's work, intitle 
them to the firſt place among any Greek W 
this kind hitherto diſcovered. 


The firſt and moſt impotent ef the Tables, 6 
the y piece of which is in England, the other is at 


It conpins on one fide a Greek Inſeription, relating to lands facred to 
Bacchus; on the other fide is a Latin Inſcription, containing 2 of 


a pandect or digeſt of Roman municipal laws. 


(a) In folio, in two parts, containing 600 pages, beſides the plates, Printed at Na- 
| ples, in 1754 and 1755,” and publiſhed in September 1758. 


" NS | The 
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| The ſecond Table, which is at Naples, is engraved on one fide 
only, and contains a Greek Inſcription relating to lands belong- 
ing to the temple of Minerva, nearly of the ſame antiquity with the 
fiſt. This Inſcription is imperfect, the Table being mutilated, and 
"broken off at the tower end. 


Mazochius in this work, hath in ſeveral plates, given exact copies of 
- the Greek and Latin Inſcriptions of that part of theſe Tables which is 
at Naples, made with ſurpriſing care and exactneſs (). The Poſſeſſor 
of the Britiſh Table wiſhes Mazochius had had the like opportunity 
of copying, with the fame eractneſt, that part which is in Britain. 


Both theſe Tables were diſcovered in the year 1732, near Hera- 
clea in the Bay of Tarentum, in the Magna Graecia. The firſt 
Part of the firſt. Table, ſoon after its being diſcovered, was carried to 
Rome, and purchaſed there at a great price [caro emptum (c)] by 
Franciſcus Ficoronius, a celebrated Antiquarian of that country. In 
1735, it was brought 5y an Talian into England, and fold tbere by 
bim, to | Brian Fairfax Eſquire, a commiſſioner of the cuſtoms, a 
ET — (4); fon ae 
his death, it was purchaſed, by me, of his executors. 


Mr. Mattaire, in the year 1736, publiſhed the Greek . 
tin Inſcriptions on Mr. PI Table, accompanied with a Com- 
mentary purely grammatica ä 
. than to the Grammarian. 


Mattaire, in his preface to the Reader, ſays he had engraved a few 

Lines of each Inſcription. n 
« portjofacilius aeſtimetur. Upon comparing Mattaire's Plate | ary 

Table, it appears, the fize or proportion of the letters are not obſery 

and their form often miſtaken. I have therefore, 1 

the curious, in the annexed plates Ne. r and Ne. 2, exhibited a 'fac- 

mile copy reer of the ex- 


48 fie and form with the orginal. 


(5) Mazoch. Prolog, c. v, vi. p. 5, 6. (% Mazoch. p. 4- 
(4) Mazochius, p. 3, ſays, Mr. Fairfax bought it in Italy, and, on his return to 


England, carried it thither Mr. Fairfax never was in Italy. 
| In 
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In. 1738, Franciſcus Carolus Conridus a Civilian, republiſhed Wels 
Inſcriptions at Helmſtad, with a long Commentary on the Roman 
Inſcription. Scipio Maffeius ſoon after publiſhed it in the third 
Tome of his Obſervation. Literar. and in 1740, the learned 
Muratorius inſerted an Exemplar of both the Latin and Greek In- 
ſcriptions, which he had obtained from Ficoronius while the Table 
was in his poſſeſſion, in the Tomus Mor of his Theſaurus wy 


tionum, p. you (e). 


The Greek and Roman Inſcriptions on ſuch of the Tables as are 
at Naples, are now firſt correctly publiſhed by Mazochius, in the work 
which is ſo often commended in the preſent paper. The Neapolitan 
Tables were about the year 1748, purchaſed by his excellency Carolus 
Guevara, late miniſter of the king of Naples at the court of Portu- 
gal: Mr. Guevara with the aſſiſtance of Mazochius, and with an 
application as remarkable as laudable, made an exact and fac-fimile 
copy of both the Neapolitan Tables. Quovis depoſito pignore decer- 
< tamus, nuſquam aliter, quam quo modo in impreſſis prelo tabulis 
« exhibetur, in acre ſcriptum, idque non modo litera ſed ne apice mi- 
“ nus (). Mr. Guevara afterwards preſented the original Tables to 
the king of Naples, in whoſe collection they are now depoſited, 
among the antiquities diſcovered in Herculaneum. 


The thickneſs of the Tables at Naples is about one thir of an 
inch, the breadth 15 inches (g). 


Mattaire in the preface to his Reader, by an inattention not eaſy to 
be accounted for, ſays, Mr. Fairfax's Table was near an inch thick, 
and one foot and an half, i. e. 18 inches wide, His words are 
«« Tabulam ex aere, (fi recte conjicio) Corinthio, (which is a miſtake, 
«it being of fine copper) Pollicis fere craſitudine, longitudine pedum 
e quorum et dimidii, unius et dimidii latitudine.” —— Whereas its exact 
length is one foot, eleven inches and 4, and its thickneſs and breadth } 

(% Mazoch. p. 4. Y Mazoch. . 5, 6, J. | wy 
8 dl 1 2, * the —_—OC of 2 the Britiſh is a ny 
hid of an inch thick,” TY Fre MO 


are. exsctly the ſame, as the thicknehs and breaddh of the Table at 
| Naples Gh 
m ede gegen of the nes ng breadth of thi 


Ning Table, fo different from that of the Neapolitan, of which Ma- 
zochias, from mere evidence, was convinced it was originally a 
fart, riecelfarity put the learned Neapolitan under very great dificultir. 


He at firſt (p. 166. note 2.) endeavoured to account for this dif- 
ference from the different growth of metals, vegeratione metallorum, 
and therefore ſuppoſes, that the different parts of the frff Table, 
„ e OT IO BUT" frets: of fire qualities, 

« diverſimode vegrtafſe, caque gratia none demum non poſſe con- 
« gruere.” Not fatisficd with this philoſophy, he, with more pro- 
priety, ſuſpected that Mattaire's deſcription might not be correct; 
and therefore calls vporr the Engliſh Antiquarians to compare their 
Table with the account he had given of thoſe at Naples, and to 
communicate the reſult of that compariſon” to the Literati at Na- 
ples. « Verum cum quas Tabulas hic acre expreſſas habes, eae ne a- 
mm quidem capillam x modulis ĩpſius monumenti differant (niſi quan- 
tulum ex chartae madefactae primum, deinde exficcatae, vicibus acci- 
dere variationis potuit) /beram Britannis eruditiſſimis erit, excuſſum 
Tabulae exemplum, quod hic repraeſentavimus, cum aere ſuo comparare, 

ac pro ſua humanitate, ecquid deprehenſum fuerit, 1 
(i). This requeſt I have endeavoured to comply with. 


The Letters of the Greek Inſcription, and ſeveral of the Ro- 
man are of that kind which Antiquarians call Gemmatae ; they ap- 
; pear thicker or deeper at each end, than in the intermediate parts, 
owing to the manner in which they were cut or engraved, i, e. by 
- firſt making a large dott at the extreme parts of the letter, and 


(hb) The exadt breadth of the Neapolitan Table is alcertained by the breadth of 
Mazoch. Tab. I. Seg. 1, 2, 3- p. 232. So that after the care Marochius mentions, 
p. 166, wy have been uſed in taking off the exemplar of the Neapolitan Table, there 
cannot remain the leaſt doubt of both parts of the Table being of the ſame breadth. 
This makes it unneceſſary to reduce the Roman or Neapolitan palm tb the foot bf 
r 

, . (i) Maroch. p. 166. n. (2). 


then 


ſo] 
then joining thoſe dotts by a line, not ſo deep, with the help of a 
ſtraight ruler. Inſtances of this* fort of letters occur frequently 
on the rer of Philip of Macedon, and ſome of the Syrian and 

ng (A). The care and accutacy of the engraver of the 
Greek I 24:33 MA is ſo remarkable, ut raro et vix uſquam ſcul- 
ptoris viriculum quam leviſſime ab orthographia aberrayerit.” The 
ſame cannot be ſaid of the Latin part, which abounds with the en- 


graver's miſtakes (1). 


The aera or date of the- Greek Inſcriptions: on theſe Tables, 


Mazochius, by a deduction which appears to be concluſive, aſcertains 
to be about the 430 year of Rome; i. e. more than 300 years before 


the birth of Chriſt (m). This gives an antiquity to the Greek In- 
of more than 2060 years. The date of the Roman In- 
ſcription he fixes to be near about the time of paſſing the Plotian or 
Julian lau a period very intereſting to the Roman Colonies : this 
was about the year of Rome 663, or 665, ſamething more than 80 
years before the Chriſtan aera (n). 


' The. farm.of: nl ef ; the Greek charatters on both Tables, 
is fingular and untſual ; differing remarkably from the moſt an- 
cient. Greek characters hitherto diſcovered : the two letters 
or , Mazochius ſays, do not occur in any other ancient In- 
ſcription, fave that the aſpirae . is to ſeen on an an- 
cient vaſe of Terra Cotta, in the collection of Felix Maſtril- 
lus, a man of quality at Nola, and on ſome coins of Heraclea, 
b cf of RO. 
Italy (o). 

Mazochius (in a plate inſerted p. 124.) bath exhibited the 1 
and ſhape of ſuch of the letters in theſe Inſcriptions, as differ from 
other ancient or modern Greek letters: a copy of this, for the ſatis- 


faction of perſons who may not have an opportunity to peruſe Mazo- 
| Chins's Work, I have annexed in the Plate Ne. 3. 


2 Mazoch. p. tag. | (1) Mazoch. p. 136. 
p- 133, 134. (* Mazoch. p. 382. and p. 488, to 493. 
ä p. 5. 122, 7 S 
\ 


The 
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| The Greek Inſcription of this Table is in the Doric dialect, and 
gives an account of the dimen/ions, menſurations, and terms of leafing, 
of a large territory of land belonging to the god Dionyſius, or Bac- 
chus, part of which had been encroached upon and taken from the 


temple, by private perſons ; which, by means of this ſurvey and ad- 
meaſurement, was recovered back. The Inſcription on the other 


Table, which, by the names of the public officers, appears to be of 
„ Or eee relative to lands 
nent. 

I ſhould intrude too much on the W e ag e I to attempt 
to enumerate the many new and ſurpriſing helps theſe Inſcriptions 
furniſh for explaining the Grecian antiquity ;' the diſcovery of new 
towns, the forms of new letters, new words and terms of art, 


the names of office of. new magiſtrates, are only a few among many 
other intereſting particulars, which a careful inſpection of theſe Greek 


Inſcriptions and "Mazochius's learned rer will afford to the 


| curious (). 


The Latin Inſcription on the back of the firſt Table appears to be 
a part of a pandect or collection of the Laws, by which the mu- 
nicipals, or Romans who lived out of Rome, governed themſelves ; 
it is not complete: ot pints af nr ene 
in ſome other Tables not yet diſcovered. 


All the ancient Tables rn e 
covered before the preſent, are; in their nature, confined to one fingle 
law each; oye Fares er aſſerts, that this Table, 
which contains a part ws rape of the municipal law, affords 

d of antiquities than can be collect- 
ed From all the Tables of — laws publiſhed by Sigonius, or any 
that have followed him (7). Of this, in the edurſe of his commentary, 
he has given the moſt ample and intereſting proofs, which juſtifies - 
. in ſeveral parts of his work, 


0 Mazech. p. 141. (7) Mazoch: p. 290, 291. 
Sy 2 by 8 


{p) Mazoch. p. 140, 147. 


($3 _— 
expreſſes for theſe Tables; that they are, auro contra non cara, & 
' quovis principe potentiſſimo digna (). 

Mr. Guevara upon his becoming poſſeſſed of the Neapolitan Ta- 
bles, was defirous of adding the Britiſb Table to them; and with that 
view, in the year 1753, he propoſed to the preſent poſſeſſor to pur- 
"chaſe it. This propofition was not then complyed with, the preſent pro- 
' prietor intending that this venerable remain of remote antiquity ſhould 
never go out of Great Britain; he however then offered to let an exact 
or ac-fimile exemplar be taken' of it, in order that it might be pub- 
- liſhed with the others at Naples. The not attending to this offer ren- 
ders the work of Mazochius leſs complete and perfect than it might 
have been, if an accurate copy of the Inſcriptions on the Britiſh Ta- 

ble, in the original characters, had been inſerted in it. 

It ing, from what Mazochius mentions p. 166. and p. 385. 
that he was poſſeſſed of an apograph of the Britiſh Table, I expected to 
have found it engraved among his other plates, and ſuſpected it's not 
being in the copy ſent to the Society might be the error of the binder; 
'Mazochius's words are, ©* Specimen ſcripturae antiquae a Mattaire exhibi- 
tum practermiſi, quippe lectori ſupervacaneum ; cui integras Tabulas 
Herackenſes quam exactiſſime ad aera autographa, in aes inciſas, ſuis ſin- 
gulis locis contemplari licebit“ (t). But whatever Mazochius might, in 

1753 or 1754 (when he wrote the paſſage laſt quoted, and about which 
time the offer for purchaſing the Britiſh Table was making) intend 
or hope to do with reſpect to the publiſhing an exact copy of the In- 
ſcriptions on that Table; it appears, from the bookſeller's advertiſe- 
ment relating to Mazochius's work, publiſhed in Sept. 1758, that the 
eight large plates inſerted in the work, contained copies of the Neapo- 
litan Tables only . Idem opus Tabulis pluribus in aere inciſis inſtrui- 
tur: Inter has vero illae oo maximae tabulae quae aera ipſa, a ſum- 


(„%) Mazoch. p. f. 5 11. I had omitted, in the deſcription of the Tables, their 
weight.—The Britiſh Table weighs 57 Roman pounds, the Neapolitan part of the 
ſame Table weighs 112 Roman pounds, and the ſecond Neapolitan Table weighs 107 
Roman pounds. Mazoch. p. 4. | | 

(:) Mazoch. p. 144- 


te mo 
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* mo ad imum, Seri, Pontus Iterarum dimenfione formaque, ad vivum 
« exhibent, quantilibet pretii ſunt.” Now the eight large plates, 
r 
Tables chat are at Naples. 


But fince Mr. Geer Tables came into the royal. Neapolitan 

collection, his Neapolitan majeſty now king of Spain, having ex- 

|  Prefied to his excellency Sir James Gray, his Britannic majeſty's 7511 
and miniſter plenipotentiary at the court of Naples, a defire of 

ing the Britiſh Table to the others in his collection; the preſent poſſeſſor 

it not decent for him, whatever regard and affection he had for 

this Table, to-refuſe to.comply with the wiſhes of fo great a prince, 

and ſo eminent a patron and encourager of the liberal arts; to whom 

literature, and particularly thaſe who cultivate the ſtudy of antiqui- 


ties are ſo greatly and eſſentially indebted. I therefore in September 
laft, by the intervention of B Gray, made an offer of preſent- 


ing the Britiſh Table to his Neapolitan majeſty, wow king f ren; 
Into whoſe poſſeſſion it will be very ſoon delivered (). ok, 2 


3 Se Ld and the Sackers crap tick you wich. 6 ach 
nnnne grails; will penden the length of this papers the ſingula- 
rh book, will, I flatter, myſelf, plead my cxcuſe. . 


Pai Dapraner Wes. 


Great , STzEZT, 
6 December, 1759. 


9 HE Duque de Loſada having, in . | 
1759» figrified his Catholic majeſty's royal acceptance of the Table, it was on the | 
22th March, 1760, delivered to the Neapolitan miniſter in London, in order to its 
OO of lee 
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